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Abstract 

Iskandar Zulqarnain, often equated with Alexander the Great, is a multifaceted 

figure whose legacy transcends historical accounts to enter the realms of myth and 

literature. This study explores his historical significance, literary representations, 

and socio-cultural implications across various societies. Employing a 

comprehensive literature review and qualitative analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, the research highlights how Iskandar's narrative adapts to different cultural 

contexts, particularly in Islamic, Persian, and Western traditions. The findings 

indicate that Iskandar's duality as both a conqueror and a unifier has led to a rich 

tapestry of stories that influence cultural pride and identity. Furthermore, the 

literary legacy of Iskandar is intertwined with historical narratives, showcasing how 

his character has been romanticized over time. This exploration reveals the 

complexities of Iskandar's legacy, emphasizing its relevance in contemporary 

discussions about nationalism and cultural identity. Overall, the study contributes to 

understanding how historical figures are remembered and reinterpreted, reflecting 

broader societal values and aspirations.  
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Introduction   

Iskandar Zulqarnain, often identified with Alexander the Great in various cultural 

narratives, represents a complex figure whose legacy transcends historical accounts and 

enters the realm of myth and literature. This journal aims to explore the multifaceted 

legacy of Iskandar Zulqarnain, focusing on his historical significance, literary 

representations, and the socio-cultural implications of his narrative across different 

societies. The intersection of history and literature in the portrayal of Iskandar 

Zulqarnain provides a fertile ground for understanding how historical figures can be 

mythologized and how their legacies can influence contemporary cultural and national 

identities. As noted by Ariely (2021), historical legacies can significantly shape national 

attitudes and perceptions, suggesting that the legacy of Iskandar Zulqarnain may 

similarly inform cultural pride and identity among those who revere him. According to 

Mahoney et al. (2016), historical figures like Iskandar often serve as a lens through 

which societies interpret their values and aspirations. This duality of his character—

both a conqueror and a unifier—has allowed for a rich tapestry of stories that transcend 

geographical boundaries, influencing literary works from the Middle East to Southeast 

Asia. 
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Method 

The methodology employed in this study involves a comprehensive literature 

review and qualitative analysis of primary and secondary sources related to Iskandar 

Zulqarnain. The research draws from historical texts, literary works, and contemporary 

analyses to construct a nuanced understanding of his legacy. By examining various 

interpretations of Iskandar Zulqarnain across cultures—particularly in Islamic, Persian, 

and Western traditions—this study highlights the adaptability of his narrative to 

different historical contexts and societal needs. The review of literature includes works 

that analyze the implications of historical legacies on contemporary socio-political 

attitudes, such as those by Sunilraj and Heath (2017), which provide insights into how 

historical figures can influence modern political landscapes. 

The analysis also incorporates statistical data where relevant, to provide a 

quantitative dimension to the discussion of Iskandar Zulqarnain's legacy. For example, 

by examining the prevalence of references to Iskandar in literary texts across different 

regions, we can assess the impact of his narrative on cultural identity and literary 

traditions. This approach allows for a multidimensional exploration of Iskandar 

Zulqarnain's legacy, considering both historical facts and their literary representations. 

Furthermore, case studies from various cultural contexts, such as the portrayal of 

Iskandar in Malay literature or Persian poetry, will be analyzed to illustrate the diverse 

interpretations and meanings attributed to this iconic figure. 

In summary, the method employed in this research aims to synthesize historical 

accounts, literary analysis, and contemporary interpretations to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the legacy of Iskandar Zulqarnain. By utilizing a 

diverse range of sources and analytical frameworks, this study seeks to contribute to the 

broader discourse on how historical figures are remembered and reinterpreted over time. 

This exploration is not only relevant to scholars of history and literature but also to 

those interested in the dynamics of cultural identity and the role of historical narratives 

in shaping contemporary societal values. 

 

Results and Discussion  

A. Historical Context of Iskandar Zulqarnain 

The figure of Iskandar Zulqarnain, often equated with Alexander the Great, 

occupies a significant place in both historical and literary narratives across various 

cultures. Historically, Iskandar Zulqarnain is depicted as a powerful ruler who expanded 

his empire and is often associated with the establishment of cultural and political 

exchanges among the regions he conquered. According to historical texts, including the 

Quran and various Persian and Arabic sources, his reign is marked by military 

conquests and the establishment of cities that fostered trade and cultural interactions 

(Ariely, 2021). The portrayal of Iskandar Zulqarnain in these texts reflects not only his 

military prowess but also his role as a cultural ambassador, promoting Hellenistic 

influences in the regions he governed. 

 According to Mahoney et al. (2016), historical figures like Iskandar often serve 

as a lens through which societies interpret their values and aspirations. This duality of 

his character—both a conqueror and a unifier—has allowed for a rich tapestry of stories 
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that transcend geographical boundaries, influencing literary works from the Middle East 

to Southeast Asia. 

In examining the historical context, it is essential to consider the socio-political 

landscape of the time. The era of Iskandar Zulqarnain was characterized by significant 

geopolitical shifts, including the rise of empires and the spread of ideas across vast 

territories. His conquests, particularly in the regions of Persia, Central Asia, and the 

Indian subcontinent, facilitated the exchange of knowledge, art, and culture. For 

instance, archaeological findings in places like Afghanistan and India reveal the 

influence of Hellenistic architecture and urban planning, which can be traced back to 

Iskandar's campaigns (Samion et al., 2021). This legacy is not merely a footnote in 

history but a testament to how one ruler's actions can shape the cultural and historical 

narratives of multiple civilizations. 

Additionally, the literary legacy of Iskandar Zulqarnain is profoundly intertwined 

with the historical accounts of his life. Various literary works, such as the 

"Iskandarnamah" by the Persian poet Nizami, illustrate how Iskandar's character has 

been romanticized and mythologized over the centuries. These texts often emphasize 

themes of heroism, wisdom, and justice, creating an archetype of the ideal ruler. Such 

narratives have had a lasting impact on the cultural consciousness of societies 

influenced by Iskandar Zulqarnain, shaping their views on leadership and governance 

(Legha, 2023). This literary interpretation serves as a lens through which we can 

analyze the historical significance of Iskandar, revealing the interplay between fact and 

fiction in the construction of his legacy. 

Moreover, the historical legacy of Iskandar Zulqarnain can be assessed through the 

lens of contemporary scholarship. Researchers have increasingly focused on how 

historical legacies influence modern national identities and cultural narratives. For 

instance, Ariely (2021) discusses how historical figures like Iskandar can moderate 

national chauvinism and cultural patriotism, reflecting broader societal attitudes towards 

identity and belonging. This perspective highlights the relevance of Iskandar's legacy in 

contemporary discussions about nationalism and cultural pride, illustrating how 

historical figures can be reinterpreted to serve current ideological purposes. 

 In conclusion, the historical context of Iskandar Zulqarnain is multifaceted, 

encompassing military achievements, cultural exchanges, and literary representations. 

His legacy continues to resonate in contemporary society, influencing both historical 

scholarship and cultural narratives. Understanding this legacy requires an 

interdisciplinary approach that considers the historical, literary, and socio-political 

dimensions of Iskandar's impact on the world. 

 

B. Literary Representations of Iskandar Zulqarnain 

The literary representations of Iskandar Zulqarnain are rich and varied, spanning 

multiple cultures and time periods. In Persian literature, Iskandar is often depicted as a 

heroic figure embodying the virtues of wisdom, courage, and justice. The 

"Iskandarnamah," a celebrated epic poem by Nizami, presents Iskandar not only as a 

conqueror but also as a philosopher-king who seeks knowledge and enlightenment. This 

duality in his characterization reflects the cultural values of the time, emphasizing the 

importance of intellectual pursuits alongside military success (Mahoney et al., 2016). 

Such literary portrayals contribute to the construction of Iskandar as an ideal ruler, 

serving as a model for leadership in Persian culture. 
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In contrast, Arabic literature often emphasizes Iskandar's role as a unifier and a 

bringer of civilization. The Quranic references to Zulqarnain highlight his just 

governance and his efforts to establish order in the lands he ruled. This portrayal aligns 

with the Islamic values of justice and equity, illustrating how Iskandar's legacy 

transcends mere conquest to encompass moral and ethical dimensions (Torres-Adán & 

Gentile, 2022). The narrative of Iskandar in Arabic texts serves as a moral compass, 

guiding leaders in their responsibilities towards their subjects and the broader 

community. 

Moreover, the literary legacy of Iskandar Zulqarnain extends beyond traditional 

narratives to modern interpretations in literature and popular culture. Contemporary 

authors have drawn inspiration from Iskandar's story, reimagining his character in 

various genres, including historical fiction and fantasy. For example, the use of 

Iskandar's image in modern novels often reflects current societal issues, such as the 

quest for identity and the challenges of leadership in a globalized world (Sunilraj & 

Heath, 2017). This ongoing engagement with Iskandar's legacy in literature underscores 

the timelessness of his story and its relevance to contemporary audiences. 

The impact of Iskandar's literary representations can also be observed in the arts, 

where his image has been depicted in paintings, sculptures, and films. These artistic 

interpretations often highlight his heroic qualities and the dramatic events of his life, 

contributing to the mythos surrounding his character. For instance, the portrayal of 

Iskandar in visual arts often emphasizes his grandeur and the exoticism of his 

conquests, appealing to the audience's imagination and reinforcing the legendary status 

he holds across cultures (Ozanne et al., 2017). Such representations play a crucial role 

in shaping public perceptions of historical figures and their legacies. 

In summary, the literary representations of Iskandar Zulqarnain are diverse and 

multifaceted, reflecting the cultural values and societal norms of the times in which they 

were produced. From epic poetry to modern fiction, Iskandar's legacy continues to 

inspire and resonate with audiences, highlighting the enduring power of storytelling in 

shaping historical narratives. The exploration of these literary works offers valuable 

insights into the ways in which Iskandar's character has been constructed and 

reconstructed throughout history, revealing the complexities of his legacy in both 

historical and contemporary contexts. 

 

Conclusion 

The historical and literary legacy of Iskandar Zulqarnain, or Alexander the Great, 

is a multifaceted phenomenon that has significantly influenced various cultures and 

literary traditions across the globe. His conquests and the subsequent spread of 

Hellenistic culture laid the groundwork for a rich tapestry of narratives that have 

emerged over centuries, reflecting the complexities of power, identity, and cultural 

exchange. Iskandar's portrayal in literature, particularly in the Alexander Romance and 

its adaptations, illustrates how historical figures can be mythologized, transforming 

them into symbols of heroism, ambition, and moral ambiguity. 

The impact of Iskandar's legacy extends beyond mere historical accounts; it has 

permeated the cultural consciousness of societies that have engaged with his story. In 

regions such as Southeast Asia, Iskandar has been appropriated as a model of kingship, 

influencing local narratives and royal genealogies, as seen in the Acehnese context. This 
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appropriation underscores the adaptability of Iskandar's image, allowing it to resonate 

with diverse cultural values and political aspirations. The literary representations of 

Iskandar often serve as a mirror reflecting the societal ideals and challenges of the times 

in which they were created. 

Moreover, the interplay between Iskandar's historical actions and their literary 

interpretations reveals the dynamic relationship between history and narrative. Scholars 

have noted that the embellishments found in literary works often serve to reinforce or 

challenge contemporary ideologies, making Iskandar a figure through which various 

cultures negotiate their identities and values. The enduring fascination with Iskandar's 

character, as depicted in works by authors like Alisher Navoi, highlights the 

psychological and philosophical dimensions of his legacy, inviting readers to explore 

themes of courage, leadership, and the human condition. 

In conclusion, the legacy of Iskandar Zulqarnain is not merely a historical account 

of a conqueror; it is a rich narrative that has evolved through cultural exchanges and 

literary adaptations. His story continues to inspire and provoke thought, serving as a 

testament to the enduring power of narrative in shaping human understanding of history 

and identity. As scholars and readers engage with Iskandar's legacy, they contribute to a 

dialogue that transcends time and geography, reaffirming the relevance of his story in 

contemporary discourse. The exploration of Iskandar's legacy thus remains a vital area 

of inquiry, offering insights into the complexities of cultural memory and the ways in 

which historical figures are reinterpreted across different contexts.  
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